
  

2019-20 Policies and Guidelines Handbook  

The Hendersonville Symphony Youth Orchestra is a full symphony orchestra made up of 

woodwinds, brass, percussion, and strings. The orchestra is designed to prepare young 

musicians for life-long music making in college or community orchestras. The Youth Orchestra 

rehearses and performs intermediate and advanced repertoire, and rehearses on Monday 

evenings during the school year at Blue Ridge Community College in Bo Thomas Auditorium 

from 6:00 until 8:00 pm.  

Membership:  

1. Instrumental students from Hendersonville and surrounding region with a minimum of 

one year of school instruction (or the equivalent with teacher recommendation) and up 

to age 21 are invited to audition for the ensemble.   

2. Auditions for membership in the HSYO are held two times a year: beginning of fall 

semester and beginning of spring semester. Mid-semester auditions may occur by 

appointment if an interested student plays an instrument for which the orchestra has a 

vacancy.   

3. All members are encouraged to take private music lessons. While not a requirement, 

private lessons help the student to advance on their instrument at a rate not possible 

with group instruction only.  

Tuition & Fees:   

1. Tuition for membership in HSYO is $170.00/year ($85/semester), and $100.00/year 

($50/semester) for each additional student from the same family. If a student registers 

for just one semester, the cost is $95.00/semester and $60.00 for each additional student.  

2. Tuition is due on or before the 2nd rehearsal of the semester. After that date, tuition will 

increase by $10.00.  



3. No student will be denied participation in HSYO based on financial considerations. Full 

or partial scholarships are available through the HSO scholarship program, and tuition 

waiver forms are available upon request.   

Member Rules & Responsibilities:   

1. For each rehearsal, bring your instrument (in good repair and ready to play), YOUR 

music (even if you usually use the music of your stand partner), and pencil.  

2. Members are required to have a pencil at all times, at all rehearsals. Members are 

responsible for marking their music with all instructions from the conductor. Mark only 

with pencil. No pens or colored markers.   

3. No electronic devices may be used during rehearsal. Cell phones should be put away 

during rehearsal times, but may be used during break.   

4. It is the player’s responsibility to take their music folder home to practice and to bring 

the music folder to every rehearsal/performance. Players should report missing music 

immediately to obtain replacement copies.  

5. Members are expected to prepare for rehearsal and practice regularly. This preparation 

includes, but is not limited to:   

a. Obtain recordings of the works being rehearsed, listen to them (WITH YOUR 

MUSIC), in order to become familiar with your individual parts in the context of 

the work.  

b. Practice EACH WEEK to incorporate what was rehearsed at the most recent 

rehearsal.  Practice regularly with a metronome and tuner.  

c. Bring HSYO music to private lessons for extra help and technical questions 

which pertain to your instrument.    

6. Students should arrive at the rehearsal space at least 15 minutes prior to the rehearsal 

start time in order to be seated, ready to begin rehearsal promptly at the stated start 

time.   

7. HSYO members are expected to attend ALL rehearsals, concerts and events. If a student 

must unfortunately miss a rehearsal, they are expected to abide by all rules as set forth 

in the attendance policy.   

  

Attendance Policy:   
The members of this ensemble are outstanding young people with many commitments. We are 

aware that balancing these commitments is not an easy task. As a member of HSYO, you are 

making a serious commitment to your orchestra. The ensemble’s success is heavily dependent 

on regular attendance from EVERYONE. When you miss a rehearsal, you are missing out on 

important musical details that cannot be obtained from individual practice, as well as creating a 

void in the ensemble that cannot be filled.   



1. If you discover you need to miss a rehearsal, alert the HSYO Director at least ONE 

WEEK in advance of any known future absence. For day-of rehearsal emergencies or 

illness email or text the HSYO Director prior to 5:00 pm.   

2. Any student who misses more than 25% of rehearsals in a semester will be considered 

excessively absent*. If a student is excessively absent, one or more of the following 

actions may be taken, at the discretion of the HSYO Director:   

a. The student may be asked not to perform in the concert.   

b. Student may need to re-audition for the conductor. They will be asked to show 

their proficiency by playing excerpts from the music being rehearsed.  

* Special cases for attendance, such as to work around a sports schedule or other conflicts, may be 

allowed IF the student/parent works out these conflicts with the HSYO Director prior to the start 

of the semester rehearsals.   

3. NO ONE MAY BE ABSENT DURING CONCERT WEEKS. Dress rehearsals, concerts 

and the final Monday rehearsal prior to a concert are MANDATORY for all members.   

4. Acceptable reasons for missing a rehearsal include:   

a. Illness (Please don’t come to rehearsal if you could infect other students!)  

b. Death in the immediate family  

c. Mandatory school event or concert  

d. Event which is a fixed part of your religious calendar  

5. Reasons which are UNACCEPTABLE to miss a rehearsal include:   

a. Having a lot of homework (While we sympathize, HSYO only gets together two 

hours every week. Please plan ahead in regard to academic responsibilities.)  

b. I want to hang out with my friends   

c. I forgot  

  

Concert Dress:   
Women:   

1. Black shirt/blouse (long sleeves, no bare midriffs)  

2. Long (ankle length) black dress, skirt, or formal slacks   

3. Formal black shoes (no open toes or sandals) Men:   

1. Collared black shirt (long sleeves, tucked in)   

2. Black dress slacks  

3. Formal black shoes and black socks  

Dress Code Restrictions:   



1. Do not wear decorative adornments on clothing, clothing with plunging neckline, 

flashy jewelry, colors or patterns.   

2. Do not substitute navy blue for black.   

3. Do NOT mistake black denim, yoga pants, or black leggings for formal wear.   

4. Do not wear sandals, tennis shoes, or other informal footwear.   

5. Avoid excessive use of cologne or perfume.   

  

Inclement Weather:   
Rehearsals will be cancelled if Blue Ridge Community College evening classes are cancelled.  

Any other changes in schedule will be communicated by email, website and Facebook page.  

  

Media Release:   
Please be aware that audio and video recordings and photographs may be taken periodically of 

Hendersonville Symphony Youth Orchestra concerts, rehearsals, and events.  

By signing below, you give permission to release said photographs, audio and video recordings. 

You release any rights and entitlement to the recordings now and in the future. You understand 

that said recordings may be released as archives or for future marketing promotions in the 

public domain.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

I have read, understand, and accept the above guidelines and policies of the Hendersonville 

Symphony Youth Orchestra.   

  

______________________________________       ___________________  

Student Name, Printed            Instrument  

  

  

______________________________________       ___________________  

Student Signature              Date  



  

  

______________________________________       ___________________  

Parent Signature              Date  


